
Reading at St Mary’s

Upper Key Stage 2 Parent’s Workshop



Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, 
vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly

Why is reading so important?

OECD “Reading for Change” found that

“Being more enthusiastic about reading and a frequent reader was more of 
an advantage, on its own, than having well-educated parents in good jobs”

Imagination is more important than knowledge. For while knowledge defines all we currently 
know and understand, imagination points to all we might yet discover and create.
- Albert Einstein

Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week 
at age 16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at 
age 16 than those who read less regularly

Recent research by the National Literacy Trust found a link 

between reading and mental wellbeing, so sharing a bedtime story 

with your child could help to improve their emotional health.

https://www.theschoolrun.com/reading-and-mental-wellbeing
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How do we teach reading in school?
Phonics and Spelling

In Key Stage One, pupils will have been taught how to read all of the graphemes in the English Language. Although 
they will have been taught this, it may still need reinforcing and spelling patterns will need explicitly teaching. 

Each week, pupils will be given ten new spellings to learn. They will be tested on these spellings and will be expected 
to read these words if they appear in books without sounding out the words. 
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How to support at home- Spelling Y5

Practise!

• Look, cover, write, check
• Underline the tricky part eg. surprising, and talk about it
• “Say it silly!”- prejudice
• Speed write!
• Spelling zappers
• Practise the spellings on different days to support long-term 

memory



Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, 
vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly

How to support at home- Spelling Y6

Practise!

At the end of Y6, writing is assessed using the KS2 Assessment Framework.
Part of this framework include spelling.

To be working towards the expected level, children need to show they can spell most of the Y3/4 words and some 
of the Y5/6 words correctly.
To be working at the expected level, they need to show that they can spell most of the Y3/4 words and most of the 
Y5/6 words correctly. 

This is why we focus on these spellings for our spelling tests. The tests take place every Friday and children are 
encouraged to use these spellings in their writing throughout the week, too, so they are using them in context. 

• Work with your child on their spellings.
• Encourage them to practise them every night. 
• Think of fun ways to remember spellings.
• Praise the parts that were right and focus on the small part that wasn’t.  Eg pronunsiation
• Encourage them to find the answer themselves using a dictionary. 
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How do we teach reading in school?
Whole class reading

*The whole class take part in the lesson- they all look at the same book. 

*The teacher reads for ten minutes, modelling how to read with expression, use strategies to 
work out unfamiliar words and show how punctuation may change how you read aloud. 

* The child then reads. This might be out loud to the whole class, out loud all together, to a 
partner or silently.  

*The teacher then asks a range of questions about what has been read to check that pupils have 
understood the text.  
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension

WE ASK VIPERS QUESTIONS
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension

V is for Vocabulary
Find and explain the meaning of words in context.
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension

I is for Infer
Use clues and background knowledge to build a clearer picture about what is happening in the text. 
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension

P is for Predict
Look for clues in the text to help you to guess what will happen next.
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension

E is for Explain
Explain the meaning and effect of the author's

language choices. 

I think... 

because the text says [insert evidence]

This shows/tells me that…
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension

R is for Retrieve
Find and copy information from the text.
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How do we teach reading in school?
Comprehension

S is for Summarise
When you explain what has happened so far

in a text, but only include the most important
bits of information. Keep it short and sweet!



• Children who read books often at age What do the words ...... and …… suggest about the character, setting and 
mood?

• Find one word in the text which means……
• Find a word or phrase which shows/suggests that…….
10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than 

those who read less regularly

How to support at home
Vocabulary 

• Find one word in the text which means……
• Find a word or phrase which shows that…….

Infer 

• How do the descriptions of …… show that they are ……..
• How can you tell that……

Predict 

• From the cover what do you think this text is going to be about? Genre?
• What does this paragraph suggest will happen next?  What makes you 

think this?

Explain 

• What is the purpose of this text feature?
• How does the author engage the reader here?
• Which section was the most interesting/exciting part?

Retrieve 

• How did…?
• How often…?
• Who had…?  Who is…?  Who did….?

Summarise

• Can you summarise this chapter in one sentence?
• What happened after?
• Can you put these events in order?
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How to support at home- listening to your child read

Y5                                                           Y6
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How to support at home- understanding the text Y5



Children who read books often at age 10 and more than once a week at age 16 gain higher results in maths, 
vocabulary and spelling tests at age 16 than those who read less regularly

How to support at home- understanding the text Y5
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How to support at home- understanding the text Y6
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How do we teach reading in school?
Individual reading

Once pupils have entered Key Stage 2, most pupils no longer read 1-1 with an adult in school. 

A handful of children who are working significantly behind their peers for reading, will read with an adult several 
times a week or daily to help them to make progress to catch up to their classmates. You will be informed if your 
child is having this additional support.
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How to support at home- Greater Depth readers
Some children will be working above the expected level for their age in reading, we call this ‘Greater Depth’. 
There is sometimes a temptation to move children onto more challenging texts because they can read the words, but 
they may not always have the maturity to understand the text. 
Instead we encourage ‘Greater Depth’ pupils to ‘Dig Deeper’. This means using an age appropriate text and asking 
increasingly complex questions to help them to understand the text better. 
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How to support at home- reluctant readers

Find something they love to read!
- Something funny
- Something factual

- A series that they can ‘collect’
- An audiobook/Ebook

Let them see you reading for pleasure

Make reading time special

Don’t put pressure on them to read every sentence perfectly
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